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	Three $5,000 Scholarships Available
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www.iriecares.org

About IRIE Cares
IRIE Cares is a non-profit organization committed to strengthening communities through service, compassion, and empowerment. We believe in investing in the next generation of leaders — students who carry a genuine desire to make a difference in the world around them.

This scholarship program reflects our core mission: to support individuals whose academic goals, lived experiences, and personal character align with values of human service, cultural understanding, and resilience in the face of hardship.

Scholarship Categories
IRIE Cares will award three (3) scholarships of $5,000 each for the Fall 2026 academic year. Each scholarship targets a distinct student profile. Please read the descriptions carefully to determine which scholarship(s) you wish to apply for.

	1
	Human Services Scholarship
For students majoring in a human services-related field, such as social work, counseling, psychology, public health, sociology, criminal justice, or a related discipline.



	2
	International Student Scholarship
For students who were born outside the United States or who identify as international students, recognizing the unique challenges and rich perspectives they bring to their academic and cultural communities.



	3
	Perseverance & Need-Based Scholarship
For students who have faced significant hardship and pressed forward with determination and purpose — those whose story of perseverance reflects extraordinary resilience and a commitment to building a better future.



Eligibility Requirements
To be eligible for any IRIE Cares scholarship, applicants must meet the following criteria:

1. Be a rising college student entering an accredited U.S. college or university in Fall 2026, OR a current undergraduate student (freshman through senior) actively working toward a bachelor’s degree.
1. Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in a full-time undergraduate program.
1. Have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale (or equivalent). First-time college students may substitute a final high school GPA of 2.5 or above.
1. For the Human Services Scholarship: be declared in or actively pursuing a human services-related major.
1. For the International Student Scholarship: be born outside the United States or hold international student status at your institution.
1. For the Perseverance Scholarship: have a story of perseverance that demonstrates resilience and determination in the face of hardship.
1. Submit a complete application by the deadline of July 31, 2026.

	You may apply for more than one scholarship category
However, a separate application and essay responses are required for each category. No applicant may receive more than one IRIE Cares scholarship in the same academic year.



What to Submit
A complete application includes all of the following items for the scholarship category you are applying for:

	✓
	Completed Application Cover Sheet
Include your full name, contact information, school, major, and year. (Template on page 7)

	✓
	Written Essay Responses
Answer at least 2 of the 3 questions provided for your scholarship category. Responses should be 300–500 words each.

	✓
	Unofficial Transcript or Proof of Enrollment
Rising freshmen may submit a final high school transcript. Current undergraduates must submit a college transcript.

	✓
	One Letter of Recommendation
From a teacher, professor, counselor, employer, or community leader. Letters from family members are not accepted.



How to Submit Your Application
All application materials must be submitted electronically. We do not accept paper applications.

	Submission Email

info@irie-va.com
	Application Deadline

July 31, 2026 by 11:59 PM EST



Please follow these steps when submitting:

1. Combine all required documents into a single PDF file named: LastName_FirstName_ScholarshipCategory.pdf
1. Use the following email subject line: 2026 IRIE Cares Scholarship – [Your Name] – [Scholarship Category]
1. Send your email to info@irie-va.com before the deadline.
1. You will receive an automated confirmation email within 48 hours. If you do not receive one, contact us at the email above.

	⚠  Important Submission Notes
•  Late submissions will not be reviewed under any circumstances.
•  Incomplete applications will be disqualified.
•  All information submitted is subject to verification.



Application Timeline

	June 2026
	Applications open. Packet available at www.iriecares.org.

	July 31, 2026
	Application deadline — 11:59 PM EST. No exceptions.

	August 2026
	Review committee evaluates applications.

	September 2026
	Recipients notified and scholarship funds disbursed.



Scholarship Essay Questions
This section contains the essay questions for each scholarship category. You must answer at least two (2) of the three (3) questions for the category you are applying for. Each response should be 300–500 words.

	Essay Formatting Requirements
•  300–500 words per response (responses under 250 or over 600 words may be disqualified)
•  12-point font, double-spaced
•  Clearly label each response with the question number (e.g., “Response to Question 1”)
•  Write in your own voice. Authenticity matters far more than perfection.



  Scholarship 1: Human Services
Answer at least 2 of the following 3 questions:

	Question 1: Why did you choose a human services-related field of study, and what specific issue or population do you most hope to serve through your career?
Tell us what drew you to this work. Be specific about your intended field, population, or cause.



	Question 2: Describe a time when you witnessed or personally experienced a gap in human services. How did it affect you, and how did it shape your understanding of what is needed in your community?
This can be a personal experience, a situation you observed, or something that moved you to pursue this field.



	Question 3: Human services work requires empathy, resilience, and the ability to navigate difficult circumstances. Describe a situation in your own life or through volunteer/work experience that has helped prepare you for this work.
Focus on what you learned about yourself and others through this experience.



  Scholarship 2: International Student
Answer at least 2 of the following 3 questions:

	Question 1: How has growing up in or between cultures shaped who you are as a student and as a person? What unique perspective do you bring to your academic community?
There is no right or wrong answer here — we want to hear your authentic story.



	Question 2: What challenges have you faced as an international student or in navigating life between two cultures? How have you worked to overcome those challenges?
Be specific. Academic, cultural, financial, and social challenges are all valid.



	Question 3: Describe a moment when you served as a bridge between cultures — either in your family, your school, or your community. What did you learn from that experience, and how will it influence the impact you want to have in the world?
Consider times you translated, mediated, educated, or connected people across cultural difference.



  Scholarship 3: Perseverance & Need-Based
Answer at least 2 of the following 3 questions:

	Question 1: Describe a significant hardship or challenge you have faced in your life. How did you respond to it, and what did it reveal about your character and determination?
We understand that sharing personal experiences takes courage. Share only what you are comfortable with. Reviewers are looking for authenticity, not a specific type of hardship.



	Question 2: Despite the obstacles in your path, you have continued to pursue your education. What motivates you to keep going, and what do you hope your story can mean for others who are facing similar circumstances?
Consider the people, values, or experiences that keep you moving forward.



	Question 3: How has financial hardship shaped your relationship to education, and what will this scholarship make possible for you that might not otherwise be within reach?
Be honest and specific. This is an opportunity to help us understand what this support would genuinely mean to you.



Guidance for Your Recommender
Your one letter of recommendation should come from someone who knows you well in an academic, professional, or community capacity. Please share the following guidance with your recommender:

	What to Include in a Strong Recommendation Letter
•  How long and in what capacity they have known the applicant
•  Specific examples of the applicant’s character, work ethic, or contributions
•  Why they believe this student is deserving of recognition and financial support
•  Recommender’s name, title, organization, phone number, and email address
•  Recommender’s signature (digital signatures are accepted)



Letters should be addressed to: IRIE Cares Scholarship Review Committee



Application Cover Sheet
Complete this cover sheet and include it as the first page of your application PDF. Please type your responses (do not handwrite).

	IRIE Cares 2026 Scholarship Application



	Scholarship Category
	[ ] Human Services   [ ] International Student   [ ] Perseverance & Need-Based

	Full Legal Name
	

	Preferred Name
	

	Email Address
	

	Phone Number
	

	Mailing Address
	

	College / University
	

	Intended or Current Major
	

	Degree Sought
	[ ] Bachelor of Arts   [ ] Bachelor of Science   [ ] Other: ___________

	Academic Year (Fall 2026)
	[ ] Incoming Freshman   [ ] Sophomore   [ ] Junior   [ ] Senior

	Current/Anticipated GPA
	

	Recommender Name & Title
	

	Essay Questions Answered
	Question #____  and  Question #____



Certification: By submitting this application, I certify that all information provided is accurate and complete. I understand that misrepresentation may result in disqualification or revocation of any award.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I apply for more than one scholarship?
Yes. If you believe you qualify for more than one category, you may submit separate, complete applications for each. However, a student may receive only one IRIE Cares scholarship per academic year.

Do I need to be enrolled full-time?
Yes. Applicants must be enrolled or accepted for enrollment as a full-time undergraduate student for the Fall 2026 semester.

Can a high school senior who has not yet been accepted to college apply?
No. You must have a confirmed acceptance to an accredited college or university for Fall 2026. Please include your acceptance letter or enrollment confirmation with your application.

Is there a citizenship requirement?
There is no citizenship requirement for the Human Services or Perseverance scholarships. The International Student Scholarship is specifically intended for students born outside the United States or those holding international student status.

Who should I choose as my recommender?
Choose someone who can speak to your character, academic ability, and potential. This may be a teacher, professor, school counselor, coach, employer, or community leader. Family members are not eligible to write recommendation letters.

What happens after I submit?
You will receive an automated confirmation email within 48 hours of submission. Applications will be reviewed in August by IRIE Cares’ scholarship committee. Recipients will be notified in September 2026 and funds will be disbursed directly to the student.

I have a question not answered here. Who can I contact?
Please reach out to us at info@irie-va.com. We will do our best to respond within 3–5 business days. Please do not send application materials to any other email address.

	We believe in you.
IRIE Cares exists because ordinary people do extraordinary things when someone believes in them. Your story matters. Take your time, write from your heart, and let us see who you are.
www.iriecares.org  |  info@irie-va.com
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